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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1441 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-

day, November 20, 2013, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 600 for unavoidable reasons. Had I been 
present, I would have voted as follows: rollcall 
No. 600: ‘‘aye’’ (On passage of H.R. 1965.) 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 600 
(final passage of H.R. 1965) I was unavoid-
ably detained and did not cast my vote. Had 
I been present, I would have voted, ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, November 20, 2013. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives, 
the Clerk received the following message 
from the Secretary of the Senate on Novem-
ber 20, 2013 at 11:51 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed with amendments 
H.R. 3304. 

That the Senate passed S. 381. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PROTECTING STATES’ RIGHTS TO 
PROMOTE AMERICAN ENERGY 
SECURITY ACT 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on H.R. 2728. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 419 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2728. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. YODER) to preside 
over the Committee of the Whole. 

b 1444 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2728) to 
recognize States’ authority to regulate 
oil and gas operations and promote 
American energy security, develop-
ment, and job creation, with Mr. YODER 
in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
General debate shall be confined to 

the bill and amendments specified in 

section 2 of House Resolution 419 and 
shall not exceed 1 hour, with 40 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources and 20 minutes equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee 
on Science, Space, and Technology. 

The gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS), and the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. The gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) 
each will control 10 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. HASTINGS). 

b 1445 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, the Obama adminis-
tration is once again attempting to 
block new energy production, keeping 
energy prices high and hurting middle 
class families. The Department of the 
Interior is proposing new regulations 
on the practice of hydraulic fracturing 
on Federal and tribal lands. These reg-
ulations, once implemented next year, 
will in all likelihood add new layers of 
red tape and lower energy production 
even further on Federal land. 

For over 2 years, the Natural Re-
sources Committee has conducted ex-
tensive oversight of the Obama admin-
istration’s proposed regulations. We 
have held multiple hearings across the 
country and have heard from energy 
experts, tribal leaders, and State offi-
cials who have all had the same mes-
sage: these are bad regulations that po-
tentially destroy jobs and stifle Amer-
ican energy production. 

According to one study, these new 
Federal regulations would cost nearly 
$350 million annually. As a con-
sequence, the 1.7 million jobs that are 
currently supported by shale oil and 
natural gas production—a number, I 
might add, Mr. Chairman, that is ex-
pected to increase to 2.5 million by 
2015—these jobs would be put in jeop-
ardy. Even worse, these proposed regu-
lations duplicate efforts already being 
carried out by States across the coun-
try. 

Hydraulic fracturing has been safely 
and effectively regulated by States for 
decades. So the Obama administra-
tion’s proposed regulations are unnec-
essary, they are redundant, and they 
simply waste precious time and money 
duplicating what is already being done 
successfully. 

That is why two of our colleagues 
from Texas, Mr. FLORES and Mr. 
CUELLAR, introduced the bipartisan 
H.R. 2728, the Protecting States’ Rights 
to Promote American Energy Security 
Act, before us today. This bill prohibits 
the Interior Department from enforc-
ing duplicative hydraulic fracturing 
regulations in any State that already 
has regulations or will adopt regula-
tions in the future and recognizes 
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